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MINING — LAKE JASPER 
Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [5.28 pm]: I have spoken before on Lake Jasper and I want to add to it. 
I have been asking questions in the last few days about it. It is interesting that yesterday I asked whether there were 
any previous mining leases on the area covered by the current mining lease and I was told no. On further 
questioning, and given that I could see that there were mining leases there, it was brought to my attention that they 
were mining lease applications and that the mining leases had never been granted. That is fine; maybe it was my 
mistake in not wording the question, word-for-word, with what I needed to know. However, I continued to search for 
it and found that there is a mine site in the middle of that area. This mine site was opened by Premier Richard Court 
back in 1994. A media release said that the mine was opening. My further question today, which I will get back 
to, is about the rehabilitation of that site. But apparently, in answer to my question yesterday, the site does not 
exist. Maybe a mining lease was not granted for it, there is a mistake somewhere, or someone just has not answered 
the question as it was asked. I hope that we will continue to talk further about Lake Jasper, because a large number 
of people are encouraging me to keep onto this. They worry we will end up where we were in the 1990s, trying to 
stop the mining from happening as it did then. I will be asking the questions. I have been told to put the question 
I asked today on notice. It was about the mine site that apparently does not exist and its rehabilitation. I have put 
it on notice and, come 12 February 2018, I should have an answer for the constituents who want to know the detail 
of how that site is being rehabilitated. 

The reason we are looking at this is that the mine that was there previously was stopped because of acid sulphate 
soils. There is no reason for this mine to go ahead down there, because the same thing will happen again. The way 
the situation works is that if there is an open area, people can put in an application for a mining lease, and this is 
what has happened. As I said, back then Hon Norman Moore said that when there is no lease on the site, there is 
no reason it should not be returned to the national park, and that is what I will look to do. 

That is it. We are here. I put up a Facebook post and it has been shared 600 times. People are planning a whole 
campaign around the mining lease application. They have learned from the past that that is what we have to do. 
We have to be vigilant and we have to watch these things. When mistakes that have been made in the past are 
three or 30 years out of date, we seem to make them again. I just wanted to raise the issue that I am not happy that 
the answer I was given was not complete and did not mention that that mine was there. I will continue to ask 
questions about this so that constituents interested in the health of Lake Jasper and its ongoing care know that it is 
being addressed and that their issues are being looked after. 
 


	MINING — LAKE JASPER
	Statement


